
 

    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement 
 

Because we are a part of the family of 
God, saved by grace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we are empowered by 
God, to provide the means for Christian 
growth, and to equip the members, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be 
the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ 
in our daily lives. 
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STAFF 
Ministers: Every Member 
Pastor: Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
Office Mgr/Secretary: Wendy Diehlmann 
Musicians:  Donna Boehmer 
  Bonnie Schultz 
  Melissa Socha 
  Kelly Votava 
Custodian/ 
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Treasurer:  Melissa Gannigan 
Ministry of Christian Education: 
  Dale Hansen, Chair; Alissa Boucher, VBS; 
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  Youth 
  

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday thru Friday 
8 AM - 3 PM 

 

Worship 
 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. 
(Holy Communion  

1st & 3rd Sunday of each month) 
 

Wednesday Chapel—7:00 p.m. 
(Holy Communion every week) 

 

High Five:  Meal - 5:30 pm, 
Class - 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays 
Sept - May 

(Age 3 through 6th grade) 
 

“Wednesday Night” for  
High School Youth 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 

(Jr. & Sr. High) 
___________ 

 

November 2009 

 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS –  

AND THAT MEANS YOU  
 

 Each November 1st the Church cele-
brates All Saints Day – a day to reflect 
and rejoice in the ministry of the saints of 
God.  But who are these saints?  We think 
of everyone from Saint Paul and Saint 
Peter to Saint Grandpa – those who have 
gone before us in the faith and light the 
way with their witness to the love of 
Christ.  But we should also celebrate 
Saint You!  This is hard for Lutherans…
we are more likely to identify ourselves as 
worms or beggars than holy people.  But 
listen to what Martin Luther reminds us 
about the title of “Saint”: 
 

 Just as we should not deny that we are 
baptized and Christians, so we should not 
deny or doubt that we are holy.  It would 
be well to impress this deeply on people 
and to accustom them not to be shocked 
at it or hesitate to accept it.  St. Paul 
plainly calls all Christians by their name – 
saints.  So, when Christendom began, the 
custom of calling one another saints con-
tinued for a long time.  This should still be 
the practice.  For when Christians call 
themselves holy after Christ, this is not 
arrogance; it is honoring and praising 
God.  For thereby we do not praise the 
malodorous holiness of our own works but 
his Baptism, Word, Grace, and Spirit, 
which we do not have of ourselves; he 
gave them to us.  What Luther Says, A 
Practical In-Home Anthology for the Active 
Christian, Copyright 1959. 
 

 

 

 

 There you have it!  When we call our-
selves ‘saints’ we point to the work of 
Christ in us – so we claim it daringly, to 
honor him.  And then, with such an iden-
tity, and knowing that we are filled with 
living grace, how much more boldly we 
will act in his name!  We should not doubt 
that we are holy, says Luther. 

 What will such confidence mean for 
you the next time someone questions 
your self-worth, or you doubt your own 
courage, or you wonder if God has a pur-
pose for you? 

 What will Saint You do this day, this 
week, this month for your Lord? 

   God’s Peace, 
   Pr Mary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH 

 
 There will be a Special Congrega-
tional Meeting on November 15 at 9:00 
AM.  The sole purpose of this meeting is 
to explain, discuss, and vote on borrowing 
approximately $8,300 from the Intern Ac-
count to pay off the current loan from Ste-
phenson's Bank.  The purpose for this 
move would be to save FALC over $1,000 
interest. 
  ~Paul Welch, President 
    Diane Motiff, Secretary 



 

 

SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY 

 

SATURDAY 

1 
 

9 Worship 
    Holy Communion 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 
  
 
 
 

6:30 Scouts 
Daylight Savings Ends 

2 
 
 
 
7 AA 

3 
11 GFWC Oconto 

Women’s Club 
Soup & Sandwich 
Buffet at FALC 

 

6:30 Ministry of 
     Community Outreach  
      & Fellowship 
 
7 New Member Class 

4 

10 AA 
1 Ladies Aid 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

5 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
4:30 Ministry of 
         Stewardship 

6 
 
 
 
7 AA 

7 

8 
 

9 Worship 
  Schultz Baptism 
 

Following Worship: 
 

 Eucharistic Training 
 

   Tailgate Party 
 
 
 
 

6 Pack Meeting 

9 
 
 
7 Sarah Circle 
 
7 AA 

10 
 
9:30 Shawano Conf. 
  Meeting - Pastor Mary 
 
6 Ministry of 
   Worship Planning 
6  Ministry of 
   Budget & Finance 
 
7 New Member Class 

11 
 
10 AA 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

12 
 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
6 Ministry of 
    Christian Education 

13 
 
 
 
7 AA 

14 
 
 
 
1 Scout Movie Day 
     in Hall 

15 
 

9 Special Congre- 
      gation Meeting 
  Worship 
    Holy Communion 
   Blessing of the 
     Hunters 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 

1 Cub Scouts 
 (in Hall & Room 112) 

16 
 
 
7 AA 

17 
 
 
 
6 Council Meeting 
 

18 
 
10 AA 
1:30 Naomi Circle 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

19 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
6:30 Omega Circle 

20 
 
 
7 AA 
 
 
 
   ~Tie Deadline~ 

21 

22 
 
9 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Scouts 

23 
 
 
5 Manna Meal 
 
7 AA 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
7 New Member Class 

25 
 
10 AA 
 

No Chapel 
No High Five 

 
Oconto Community 

Thanksgiving  
Worship Service 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
6:30 Ministry of  
     Discipleship, Evangel- 
      ism  & Membership 
 
7 AA 

28 

29 
 
 
9 Worship 
 
“People of Faith” 
 Bible Study Begins 
 
6:30 Scouts 

30 
 
 
7 AA 
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FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
511 Madison Street 
Oconto,  WI  54153 
Phone: 920-834-2460 
E-mail: falc@bayland.net 

Mary E. Zupansic, Pastor 

E-mail: pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org 

All Saints Day 



 

APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES 

 Money is a neutral commodity, a means of ex-
change. It is neither inherently good nor evil. But a 
wrong view of money can become a problem to us. 

 In First Timothy 6:9-10, Scripture warns about 
the dangers of a determination to get rich: “But 
those who want to be rich fall into temptation and 
are trapped by many senseless and harmful de-
sires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil; 
and in their eagerness to be rich some have wan-
dered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pains.” 

 When we have a consuming desire to get rich, 
when we are obsessed with money so that it be-
comes the focus of our time and attention, then we 
have made it the number one priority in our lives. 
In that spot, it replaces everything, including God. 
We begin to find our security in money, not in God 
and in God alone.  

PAGE 3 2009 VOLUME 5 ,  I SSUE 11 

 However, when our view of God is right and our 
view of money is right, we will realize that money 
cannot buy security; money cannot purchase happi-
ness; money cannot guarantee peace or joy or con-
tentment. God alone can provide these essentials 
as we “ . . . strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness.” 

 In his book, The Gift of Giving, Wayne Watts 
said this: “God always lovingly instructs us in the 
path that is in our best interest and which will bring 
us the greatest happiness in life. Therefore, for our 
good, He instructs us to put Him first in all things, 
and this includes how we use our money.”  

 How do you view money? Is it at the center of 
your life, thereby perhaps replacing God’s rightful 
role? And equally important, are you using the 
money God has given to you to advance His king-
dom and His righteousness?  

BREAD BY THE BAY 
 

 Bread by the Bay needs the following items    
for the food pantry: Peanut Butter, Jam, Jellies,  
Single-Serving Jello and Pasta, Meat.   If you     
have extra produce from your garden, that is also 
appreciated.  Thank you. 
     ~Waneta Reinhart 
 
 

 Pastor Mary and the Council would like 
to  issue a formal challenge to all FALC  
members to contribute one food item every 
Sunday for Bread By the Bay. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MANNA MEALS 
 

 November’s Manna Meal will be held on the 23rd 
at 5:00 PM.  The monthly meal is for anyone who 
wishes a well-balanced hot meal.  The meals are 
free of charge, and all are welcome, from the very 
young to Senior Citizens and families with children.  
This meal program is supported by the Lutheran, 
Catholic and Presbyterian and Gospel Churches of 
Oconto along with community volunteers. 

Reservations are not required, but help tremendously 
in planning and preparing the meal. To make reserva-
tions call (920) 834-2460.   If no answer, please leave 
a message.  We ask that you call by Sunday, the day 
before the meal.  Again, you are welcome without a 
reservation. This month's meal is sponsored by the 
Oconto Manna Group. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN DRIVE 
 

 Zion Lutheran Church, 1700 Superior 
Avenue, Oconto, will be hosting a drive on Satur-

day, November 7th from 10 am– 2 pm.  Orphan Grain 
Train    Organization is a network of volunteers of all 
ages who gather large quantities of medical supplies, 
clothing, food, tools and other necessities of life and 
deliver them to needy persons in the United States 
and other countries.  For more information see the 
brochure posted on the Community Bulletin Board at 
the rear parking lot entrance or visit www.ogt.org.  



 

BLESSING OF THE HUNTERS 
 

 Calling all hunters!  Sunday, November 15th, 
we will have a special blessing for hunters during 
the 9 a.m. worship service.  Be sure to wear your 
blaze orange.  After worship, stay for coffee fellow-
ship including sausage and cheese!  

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

 Thank you to everyone that contributed to Lu-
theran World Relief. Forty-nine Health Kits and 
twenty pounds of soap were sent. Thanks to John 
and Charlotte Ihde for delivering the shipment to 
the box car. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

 We are in need of new volunteers to serve as 
funeral luncheon chairs for one-month terms and 
volunteers to serve at funerals.  We want to con-
tinue this   service. 
 Please consider this and call Judy at (920) 834-
3902.  We would like to have this done by the end 
of the year, for inclusion in the 2010 FALC 
Women’s Booklet. 
 Thank you.         ~Judy Scanlan 
 
 

2009 QUILT RAFFLE 

   The Quilt Raffle has begun! Tickets 
for you to buy or sell are being given 
out before church services.  We are 
no longer able to mail out the tickets 
so please look for them at the ser-
vices.  If you need more, stop by the 
church office.  Please turn in your stubs and 
money to Cathie Connell or the church office by 
Friday, Dec. 4th.  The raffle drawing will be held 
during coffee hour after the Dec. 6th church ser-
vice.  Thank you Elaine Heroux and everyone who 
supports our Phase II Project!  
       ~Ministry of Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership 
 
 

HARVEST SUPPER 
 

 The Harvest Supper was another successful 
fundraiser for the Women of First American.   
Thanks to everyone!  It takes a lot of us to make 
this a great event.  A special thanks to Lee and 
Natalie Bitters, John and Charlotte Ihde, and Tom 
and Nancy Heindel. With a lot of helpers, they 
supplied a great meal to 551 diners! The profit was 
$3,705.17.  The women met on October 15th  and 
disbursed generous donations to several groups/
funds including our Phase II campaign. 
     ~Carole Bartanen  
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 We will once again be beautifying our church for 
Christmas with Poinsettias. 

 The cost is $11.00.  We are able to receive a reduced 
cost since we will be placing the order earlier than we 
normally do.  The order deadline is December 6th. The 
check and the order form can be placed in the offering 
plates or turned into the church office. An order blank is 
included in this issue. 

           Jane Heise 
          Ministry of Worship Planning 

  

 

 

        TAILGATE 
   Sunday, November 8, 2009 

 

Green Bay Packers 
vs 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
   (Tampa Bay Bucs are Pastor Mary’s home team!) 

 

Join us after worship for a TAILGATE PARTY! 
Watch the game on a larger-than-life screen!!! 

 
Bring your choice of meat and a dish to pass. 

 
Beverages, buns, condiments, and grilling 

will be provided. 
 

Childcare and child friendly activities will be 
available.   

 
It’s an opportunity to spend time with other 

members of  FALC. 
 

It’s an opportunity to cheer for your favorite 
team. 

 
It’s an opportunity to support  

a local charity. 
A ‘free-will’ offering will go to a local charity!  

 
Sponsored by Community Outreach and Fellowship Team. 
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TIE DEADLINE 
 
 The Tie Deadline for the December issue is      
November 20th.  Ministry Team Chairs/Secretaries 
are asked to forward your reports as soon after your 
meeting as possible. 
 Reports or news items submitted as an email at-
tachment or in the body of the email are greatly ap-
preciated.  Time constraints make it difficult to type 
up written reports.  If you do need special arrange-
ments, however, please contact the office. 
 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

 
 Join us in the lounge for Discipleship Bible Study 
on Wednesdays from 6:00 - 6:45 p.m.  
 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC TRAINING (SERVING COMMUNION) 

SCHEDULED NOVEMBER 8
TH

 

 Eucharistic Training will be November 8th after 
Sunday service.  Invited are those adults that are in-
terested in visiting shut-ins, administering Eucharist 
(Holy Communion) to shut-ins, or both.  Pastor Mary 
will instruct us on the Church’s protocol for commun-
ion administration as well as topics related to the vis-
iting of shut-ins as a representative of FALC. 

 ~Ministry of Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership 

 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 

 New member classes will be held Tuesday     
evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. November 3, 10, 
24 and December 1.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a member of First American Lutheran Church be 
sure to let Pastor Mary know that you will be joining 
the ‘New Member’ class. Pastor’s email address is:     
pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org. 

 

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY SERIES 
BEGINS IN NOVEMBER 

 
 The first in our series of Book of Faith Initiative 
Bible Studies begins Sunday, November 29th.  The 
first session, “People of Faith” is a four-week series.  
Look for information in upcoming announcements.  A 
sign-up sheet will be posted for participants and for 
purchase of study materials.  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
 

 Sunday, November 1, we will remember all 
saints!  Martin Luther reminds us that every person 
who has been baptized is a saint – a child of God.  
On the first of November we will remember those 
who have joined the ‘church militant’ (the church on 
earth) in the past year through the sacrament of 
baptism.  We will also remember those who have 
joined the church triumphant (the church in heaven) 
in the past year.  Finally, we will remember all of our 
loved ones, family and friends who are part of the 
communion of saints.  Join us as we remember and 
give thanks to God for ALL the Saints!  
 

 

 

SAINTS WHO HAVE GONE 
BEFORE US 

 
  Remember those who have entered   
   eternal life since this time last year. 

 

Frieda W. Smith + November 12, 2008 
Sally M. Anderson + February 8, 2009 
Pamela B. Hazen + February 21, 2009 

Shirley J. Krueger + June 9, 2009 
Clyde Spice + June 27, 2009 

Dorothy M. Stewart + July 12, 2009 
Jane L. Tiedke + August 7, 2009 

Elaine Stamsta + September 10, 2009 
Mikel J. Wittkopf + September 23, 2009 

Eileen A. Reed + October 9, 2009 
 

           SAINTS BAPTIZED INTO 
            THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
Remember and pray for those who 
have been welcomed into the family 

of God since this time last year. 
 

Owen A. Draeger + November 2, 2008 
Hannah M. Behnke + November 9, 2008 
Jonathan S. Risner + November 16, 2008 

Isabella Y. Stutting + January 4, 2009 
Grayden J. Gossen + January 18, 2009 

Ava L. Magee + January 25, 2009 
Ava J. Wittkopf + March 22, 2009 

Jessica L. Retzlaff + May 12, 2009 
Nicholas T. Gandt + June 21, 2009 

Joseph P. Bailey + October 18, 2009 



 

Affirmation of Baptism 
(Rite of Confirmation) 

 Confirmed on Sunday, October 25th were Morgan Kay 
Welch, Sarah Mae Woodworth, Laine Ellis Stary, Faith 
Elaine VerBruggen, Hannah Mayme Miller. 
 
 Confirmation marks the completion of the congregation’s 
program of confirmation ministry, a period of instruction in 
the Christian faith as confessed in the teachings of the Lu-
theran Church.  Those who have completed this program 
were made members of the Church in Baptism.  Confirma-
tion includes a public profession of the faith into which the 
candidates were baptized, thus underscoring God’s action 
in their Baptism. 
 
 We welcome these brothers and sisters in Christ as they 
live among God’s faithful people.   We join with them in 
hearing God’s Word and sharing in his supper.  We        
encourage one another in sharing the Good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, seeking to serve all people 
following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, striving for 
justice and peace in all the earth. 
 
 First American Lutheran continues sponsorship of a  
child through Christian Children’s Fund in honor of our  
Confirmands. 

 
 

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE CONFIRMATION 
 

 Reminder to parents and students:  One of 
the requirements for 7th and 8th grade Confirmation 
students is REGULAR worship attendance (either 
Sunday morning or Wednesday evening).  An atten-
dance binder is located in the entrance of the church 
– please be sure to sign-in.  If you have questions 
about this or any of the Confirmation requirements, 
please feel free to call or email Pastor Mary. 

~~~~~~~~ 

2010 YOUTH MISSION TRIP UPDATE 

 This year’s mission trip site has finally been 
selected.  We will be traveling starting Friday July 
17th thru Sunday July 25th to the Nashville Rescue 
Mission in Nashville, Tennessee.  In addition to the 
Rescue Mission we will also be working at the Ten-
nessee Second Harvest warehouse.  The cost for 
the trip will be $ 450.00.  See Brad Weber for forms 
and to sign up. The trip is available to all current 8th 
grade students thru graduating seniors. 

    ~Brad Weber 
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PPPPOINSETTIASOINSETTIASOINSETTIASOINSETTIAS    FORFORFORFOR C C C CHRISTMASHRISTMASHRISTMASHRISTMAS    

Christmas is coming! And as we celebrate this season, we want to give you the opportunity 
to help us make our sanctuary beautiful with poinsettias given in honor or memory of loved 
ones. 

It is a tradition to decorate our church with these wonderful poinsettias.  If you would like 
to purchase one, please fill out this order form and return it to the church office with your 
payment. 

    DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 6th!DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 6th!DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 6th!DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 6th!    

Cost per plant is $11.00 

Name of Giver_______________________________________________ 

Phone Number____________________________________________ 

Number of Plants _________  x  $11.00 =  $ _________ 

Name of Person(s) being remembered/honored:  
__________________________________________________________________________  



 

 
GFWC - OCONTO WOMAN’S CLUB SOUP 

AND SANDWICH BUFFET 
 

 Tuesday, November 3rd, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at First American Lutheran Church fellowship 
hall.  Cost including dessert and beverage is $6. 
Call 834-5256 for reservations. Carry-Outs avail-
able. Baked Goods, Craft and White Elephant 
items will be for sale at our Bazaar table.  Pro-
ceeds will benefit local projects. 

 

HOLY TRINITY ST. ANNE’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 Saturday, November 7th, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Serving Sloppy Joes, Cream of Potato Soup, 
Chili, Bars & Coffee. The Bazaar includes 
Grandma’s Attic, Canned Food, Christmas 
Crafts, Bakery and Handmade Articles, and a 
Raffle with many prizes!  Holy Trinity Parish Hall, 
201 Jefferson Street, Oconto. 

 

OCONTO FALLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CRAFT AND VENDORS BAKERY & LUNCH 

 Saturday, November 7th from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Serving chili from 11 - 1. Take-outs are 
available.  Admission: $1 donation or two items 
for Kingdom Come Food Pantry.  165 North Farm 
Road, Oconto Falls (by the High School).  

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL CHICKEN 

BOOYAH & DESSERT, CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 

 Sunday, November 15th from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Cost: $5 Adults, $2.50 Children, Under 6 
free. Quarts of Booyah $3.50. Carry-outs avail-
able. 1700 Superior Avenue, Oconto. (920) 834-
5037.  
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OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS  

 OA meets every Monday at First Presbyterian 
Church, 133 Jackson St., Oconto.  Newcomer's 
meeting 5:30 pm., regular meeting 6:30 p.m.  No 
dues, fees, or weigh-ins.  Everyone welcome!    
Contact Teresa at 920-604-1775 or www.OA.org. 
 
 
 

FAMILY TOGETHERNESS—AWAY FROM THE 

SCREEN 

For many families, television and computer time, commonly 
called “screen time”, has become a habit that is hard to 
break. Families miss out on spending valuable time together 
even when they’re technically (pun intended!) in the same 
room. Growing closer as a family is easier than you think. 
Some ideas follow:  

Turn off the TV and computer at family mealtimes. 

Limit the time spent with these sedentary activities to 1-2 
hours daily. Choose TV shows wisely, including all family 
members in prioritizing which programs to watch together.  

Keep TVs and computers out of children’s bedrooms.  

Get everyone moving: take a family hike, play hide and 
seek, or catch. Dance together, taking turns choosing the 
variety of music. 

Turn chores into games. For example, weeding or raking 
leaves can become a competition. See which child can 
clean his/her room the fastest. 

Have “game night”, complete with prizes and refreshments. 
Board games may not be as popular as they once were, but 
your children are sure to find some they enjoy. 

Create together: Paint, color, do crafts, build a birdhouse, 
make greeting cards. 

Go on an adventure: visit a zoo, aquarium, museum or na-
ture center. 

Check out library books. Participate in other library activities. 

Volunteer: There are always worthy causes that need help-
ful people. The warmth felt from being kind is so much more 
lasting than the short-lived enjoyment of a TV show or com-
puter game. 
 Carol Jean Luebeck RN 
 Oconto County Public Health 
 (920) 834-7000 
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Dear FALC family, 
 Here is an update on the Joining Hands: Phase II project.  As of October 23rd, enough money has been re-
ceived to begin the roof replacement and to pay for the new telephone system.  Super news!  Soon you will have a 
fellowship hall with no leaks AND be able to have a private conversation over the phone.  The items that follow on 
the Phase II priority list are parking lot repair, carpet repair, lawn mower replacement,  sewer connections associ-
ated with the street project, window replacement in parsonage, fellowship hall lights, alter refinishing, piano repair, 
and elevator repair.  
 We have shown our generosity the past 6 weeks in achieving the first two goals.  As you can see, there are 
many projects remaining that need funding.  If you have not contributed yet, please consider a generous dona-
tion.  Gift forms are available in the office if you have misplaced the ones provided in the bulletins, TIE, and the spe-
cial mailing.  Feel free to place your gift into the collection tray at church service, bring it to the office, or hand de-
liver it to a council member of your choice :-) 
 On a different topic.  As there is every year, there will be openings on your church council for 2010.  We meet 
the third Tuesday at 6:00.  If you feel now is the right time to step up and contribute in a new way to First American, 
please talk to me and I will see your name is added to the list of candidates. 
   Blessing to all, 
   Paul Welch, Council President  

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

First American Lutheran Church 
October 20, 2009 

 
Present:   Pastor Mary, Welch, Motiff, Evans, Heise, Mercier, Peterson, Stock, Treasurer Gannigan  
Excused:  Gallagher, Berry, Gegare, Hanson 
Called to order at 6:08 p.m. Opening prayer and devotion (Hebrews 10: 23-25) was given by Pastor Mary. 
M/S/C to accept the minutes of the September 15, 2009 Congregation Council Meeting. Stock, Peterson 
 

M/S/C to accept the Treasure’s Report. Henning, Heise 
Ken Cisar gave a break out on our income versus expenses. Our income is down especially our church maintenance ($ -
15,000.00). This is money is needed for heat, lights, water, sewer, insurance and any general repairs of our buildings. Wish list 
income will be moved from general income to energy renovations (changing to Joining Hands Phase II). 
 

Pastor’s Report:  (1) Held two forums on the Human Sexuality Statement for the congregation. (2) Working with the Education 
Team: Study Bibles (age appropriate) will be given to our youth when they enter 7th grade instead of 3rd grade. An adequate 
number of bibles will be provided in each classroom for the use of High Five students. Also recommending to extend the Con-
firmation program through the ninth grade, with students being confirmed at the beginning of 10th grade. (3) New Member 
classes will be held Tuesdays 7-8 p.m., November 3, 10 and 24.  Reception of New Members will be Sunday, December 6th. 
(4) Looking at January 23, 2010 as our “team planning” day. The day will consist of a gathering worship service, a period of 
time for individual teams to meet to do planning for the year, an all-team gathering to share plans with one another, and close 
with pot-luck or pizza. This would allow teams to plan for the year, hear what other teams are doing, and avoid duplication of 
activities. 
 

Ministry Team Reports were given as listed in the Tie.   

Old Business: (1) Have met with the intern committee and fund raisers committee to discuss borrowing from the intern fund to 
pay off Stephenson at loan ($8320.94 balance as of Sept. 30, 2009) with a $1000.00 savings.  M/S/C to have a Special Con-
gregation Meeting on Sunday November 15th, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. to vote on borrowing from the Intern Fund to pay off Stephen-
son Loan. Henning, Mercier (2) License for youth movie night (or any movie shown) will be $199.00/year.The youth group has 
volunteered to pay the first year. M/S/C to accept the generous donation the first year from the youth for the video license and 
the church to pay for the following years. Henning, Stock (3) Ann Kasbaum is working on the errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar on the pictures hanging in the hall. 
 

M/S/C to accept the request for the Oconto Women’s Club to use our facility on Tuesday April 6, 2010 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Stock, Mercier 
 

Publication Items:  (1) Special Congregation Meeting Sunday November 15, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. to vote on paying off Stephen-
son loan. (2) Volunteers are needed to assist Brad Weber update the FALC web page.  (3) Pastor Mary and the Council mem-
bers are challenging all FALC members to bring one food item weekly for Bread by the Bay. 
 

M/S/C to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. Stock, Peterson 
Next Meeting:  November 17th at 6 p.m. 



 

 It’s hard to believe that it has been a couple months since I have last put my 2 cents worth on paper.  Thank you to 
Paul to covering for me last month, as I had a case of “writer’s block”! 
 So what’s going on with the financial situation of our church?  How’s the 2010 budget coming?  How is the fall clean 
up of the computer financial records coming along?  When are we going to be converting our current version of Church 
Window’s over to the latest, and greatest version?  How is the money coming in for the Joining Hands Phase II project(s), 
and how much do we have?  Well, to answer these questions, short, and sweet they are:  so-so, slowly, ok, in time for 1-1-
2010, great, as Ken Cisar would say “roughly” $ 26,828.46. 
 The financial situation of the church isn’t the greatest, and as you all know, hasn’t been the greatest for some time 
now.  At times I feel like a broken record, constantly saying, “we’re doing o.k., but we could be doing a lot better”.  I’m sure 
some of you are thinking, well the lights are on yet, so we can’t be doing all that bad.  This is true.  However, we have been 
paying some bills late, and will continue to pay some late.  Honestly, I am getting nervous.  I’m not sounding the alarm & 
saying that the church has burst a pipe, but we do have a slow leak that will, in time turn into a burst pipe.  (How’s that for 
an analogy, when I have no experience as a plumber! Haha) I have to admit, that as of right now (10-23-09), there are 
some funds that are sitting in the church’s General Checking Account, that need to be transferred into the Joining Hands 
Phase II account.  At first sight, they were overlooked in the Checking account, and now they are sitting in there until next 
week, as a little cushion so that the church is not bouncing checks.  Now, don’t panic, we’ll be ok, and I am going to transfer 
these funds to where they need to be; look at it as a type of temporary “creative accounting”.  The month of December, and 
Christmas Time tends to be an extremely good time of year for us, giving wise.  We are approximately ½ - 1 full month be-
hind on our bills.  As of today, the bills that need to be paid on 10-30-09 total $ 5,158.07, unfortunately this number does 
not include the cost of our church’s payroll, which also will be paid on 10-30-09.  I am coming to you as a sister in Christ, to 
ask you to please help fund the remainder of the 2009 budget that together, we have approved, accepted and promised to 
pay to support God’s house, and His ministry through us.  A few things that Pastor Mary reminded me of is that everything 
we have, is really “His”.  The buildings at 527, and 511 Madison Street belong to our Lord, and it is our responsibly as mem-
bers of FALC to continue to uphold, and support the ministries taking place here.  Inflation not only affects our personal 
everyday expenses, but it also affects our churches everyday expenses.  Thank you for your help, understanding, and pa-
tience as we dog paddle through this difficult financial period. 
 We haven’t started with the 2010 budget yet.  We have notified the Council, and the groups with-in our church that in 
order to have a realistic budget, we need for them to submit a dollar amount to the Budget & Finance Committee along with 
what they will be using the money for.  We feel that this method should help to slim down the budget in some areas, and to 
appropriately inflate it in other areas.  Please submit your requests no later than November 10, 2009 at 6 p.m.  You can 
submit them to: TheGannigans@yahoo.com or place it into the Treasurer’s mailbox outside of the office door. 
 The “fall clean-up” of the computer records is coming along, slowly, but they are coming along.  I truly feel, that we (as 
in Ken Cisar, and I) are well on track to getting the accounting system accurate so that we will have the new version of 
Church Windows ready, and waiting to be used on 1-1-2010. 
 The money coming in for the Joining Hands Phase II project(s) has been phenomenal! As of 10-18-09 we have $ 
26,828.46!!  The appropriate persons have been notified, and have been given the green light to get the roof completed!  
Way to go everyone, thank you so much for helping us fix God’s roof!  Before we know it, we’ll see contractors at the par-
sonage replacing windows, and Don riding around on a shiny new mower.  Please keep the pledges coming in, but also 
remember that the pledges are not replacing the offering needed to pay our month bills. 
 God’s Blessings to you, 
 Melissa Gannigan, Treasurer 

TWO CENTS FROM THE TREASURER AND PRESIDENT 
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COMPARISON OF ACTUAL CORE EXPENSES VS. ACTUAL CORE INCOME 
(FOR  SEPTEMBER 2009) 

 

 MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Personnel Expense 8,440.11 76,012.32 
Administrative Expense 1,126.04 9,505.98 
Building Expense 1,914.03 29,503.35 
Education Expense 435.59 1,227.68 
Celebration & Worship Expense 57.90 1,415.78 
Debt & Interest Payments Expense 197.68 1,979.12 
Special Ministries Expense 188.99 2,518.07 
ELCA Mission Support (5%)           0.00    4,375.39 

Total EXPENSES .............................................................................  12,306.34 126,538.19 
 

Envelope Offering 12,041.00 98,640.00 
Church Maintenance Offering        924.00     7,112.00 

Total INCOME ................................................................................  12,965.00 105,752.00 

 

DIFFERENCE ..............................................................................  ( 5,224.69 ) ( 19,533.73 ) 



 

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MINUTES 
October 1, 4:30 p.m. 

 

 Our October meeting was postponed. 
 Next meeting: November 5th @ 4:30 p.m. 
  ~Diane Motiff, Secretary 
 

############  
 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP PLANNING 
October 13th 

 
 Our October meeting was postponed. 
 Our next meeting will be November 10th at 6 p.m. 
  LaVonne Brown, Secretary 
 

########### 
 
 
 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND FELLOWSHIP 

October 6, 2009 
At our meeting we discussed: 
   *  Packers Tailgate party, November 8, 2009.  There will be 
a posting coming soon.  Pastor and Crystal are working on it. 
   *  There is a sign up sheet for sponsoring Fellowship Coffee 
Social, posted in the back of Church and which will also be 
passed around at a later date during Worship. 
   *  There will be a check list in the kitchen, this will explain 
what supplies should be used for the Fellowship Coffee     
Social, as well as clean up and food suggestions. 
Next Meeting:  November 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
   Tammy Gegare, Secretary  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP, EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

 

 Ministry of Evangelism & Discipleship met 10/22/09 The 
Membership list continues to be updated. Planned for Novem-
ber 8th after service is the training for giving communion and 
visiting as a church representative. Congregation brochure is 
near completion. Quilt raffle is in full swing and we encourage 
all to pick up their tickets as they are handed out or contact 
the office. Drawing for Elaine's beautiful quilt will be Sunday 
December 6th after service. Our November meeting is sched-
uled to the 27th. 
 Next meeting: November 27th at 6:30 p.m. 
    Chairperson: Mike Loomis 834-3268 

___________________________ 
 

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

• Discussed options for presenting Bibles to our youth. 
• Discussed extending Confirmation Program through 9th 

grade. More information to come. 
 

 Next meeting: November 12th at 6 p.m. 
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MINISTRY OF BUDGET & FINANCE 
 

Present: Cisar, and Gannigan 
Excused: Gallagher, Witak, Pastor Mary 
Absent: Stock 
  Discussed appropriate use for a memorial given in 
memory of Dorothy Stewart, by Linda Reed. 
  Discussed, and completion of 7 Journal Entries to 
reclassify income, and expenses, so they may be 
accurately recorded. 
  Discussed the overall financial situation that the 
church continues to be in, including the need to increase 
giving to Church Maintenance, and Envelope 
Offering. We are very happy to report the outpouring 
support for the Joining Hands Phase II project(s), and the 
continued, and timely submittal of FALC's 5% 
Benevolence to the Synod. 
  Briefly discussed the upcoming 2010 budget.  All 
committees, teams or groups within the church are asked 
to submit an itemized list (Example:  $ 50 VBS art & craft 
supplies) of their needs for the 2010 budget year, no later 
than November 10, 2009 at 6:00p.m.  Budget needs can 
be submitted via e-mail to: thegannigans@yahoo.com or 
place it in the Treasurer's mailbox outside of the office 
door. 
  As always, the committee welcomes any, and all 
questions or suggestions. 
  Next meeting: November 10th at 6 p.m. 
  Melissa Gannigan 
 

############  
 

MINISTRY OF BUILDING AND PROPERTY 
October 6th 2009, 6 P.M. 

 

Item 1: Joining Hands Phase II 
 

 Contributions and pledges continue to come in. After 
the roof, we should be able to take care of our 
telephone system, the second item on the priority list. 

 

 We received a bid from American Metal Roofs of NE 
Wisconsin. It would have been a beautiful roof but the 
quote was $109,749.  Needless to say, we have no 
money for that. We have the funds for a shingled roof 
and will be going with the second bidder. A meeting 
was scheduled for October 27th to finalize the bid. 

 

 At the October 27th meeting we met with Jason of 
Milakovich Roof Maintenance Inc. of De Pere.  He will 
be able to start work the first part of January, weather 
permitting.  The price of shingles increased $581 
from the originally projected amount, bringing the cost 
to approximately $24,581.  The church will buy the 
materials. 

 

Item 2:  Telephone 
 The money is available for the telephone system. 

This should be installed within a month. 
 

Next meeting: December 1
st

, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.   
      ~Ron Frease, Ministry of Building and Property 


