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STAFF
Ministers: Every Member
Interim Pastor: Ken Schlueter
Office Mgr/Secretary: Wendy Diehlmann

Musicians: Donna Boehmer
Bonnie Schultz
Melissa Socha
Kelly Votava
Custodian/

Property Manager:  Don Trepanier

Council President: Paul Welch
Treasurer: Melissa Gannigan
Youth Director: Brad Weber
VBS Coordinator: Alissa Boucher

High Five Coordinator: Vicki Denessen

OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Friday
8 AM -3 PM

Worship

Sundays—9:00 a.m.
(Holy Communion
Ist & 3rd Sunday of each month)

Woednesday Chapel—7:00 p.m.
(Holy Communion every week)

High Five: Soup & Sandwich - 5:15 pm,
Class - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesdays
Sept - May
(Age 3 through 6th grade)

“Wednesday Night” for
High School Youth
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
(Jr. & Sr. High)

Mission Statement

Because we are a part of the family of
God, saved by grace through our Lord
Jesus Christ, we are empowered by
God, to provide the means for Christian
growth, and to equip the members,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be
the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ
in our daily lives.

THANK YOU,
PASTOR SCHLUETER

®
Y.

T cross in life. Several years
ago T was working in Green Bay, in an office
across the street from a beautiful church. It
was Lent season, and it somehow came to
my attention that this church was offering
the traditional style of observance of the
Passion season that I had grown up with
and which I hadn’t had the chance to take in
for quite a long time. I got a lot out of those
services, and especially the Holy Week and
Good Friday services. I especially liked a
particular pastor (there were several who
were part of the Good Friday worship, a
three-hour gathering). As it turns out, it was
Pastor Ken. And all these years later, our
paths crossed again and I've had the
pleasure of working closely for a year with
the stranger who impressed and taught me
from a pulpit all those years ago.

During this time we have worked
together, I've observed him at work, quietly
and patiently helping us help ourselves.
Ministry Teams are forming. The Council
has covered a lot of ground in the transition
period, ‘taking stock’ of where we are as a
congregation, and where we are going,
taking ownership of their role in making our
vision happen. He’s made a lot of home,
nursing home, and hospital visits. He was a
steadying and comforting presence in the
midst of grief and sudden loss for several
tamilies, both in and outside of our congre-
gation. He enjoyed the challenge of teaching
busy adolescents in confirmation class and,
it seems, the students enjoyed him as well
and got a lot out of their time with him.
There are a few drawings taped to the wall

next to his calendar, gifts from two
youngsters.

I know that several of the parishes
he served as interim pastor would have
liked him to stay on. I teased him about
that once in a conversation not long
after he arrived here. I told him it
reminded me of a movie, an old Western
called “Shane.”

Shane is a stranger who rides into a
small prairie town and ends up staying
for just a while. By the time he rides oft
into the sunset he has managed to help
the locals help themselves, leaving the
place a little better for his having been
there.

As soon as I said it, [ knew what I
would be writing for the farewell piece
in the Tie.

So thank you, Pastor Ken, for all
you've done. I'm so very glad for the
experience of having worked with you.

Happy Trails.

~Wendy

~Pastor Ken’s concluding worship will be
Chapel Service on July 15th~

WELCOME,
PASTOR MARY ZUPANSIC

Pastor Mary plans to move into the
parsonage on August 4th and to officially
begin work on August 6th. See page 7,
“Two Cents From the Treasurer and
President,” and page 4, “News and
Notes,” for more mformation. The
August Tie will be our announcement
and welcoming issue for Pastor Mary.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Independence Day
10 AA Afternoon Pastoral
Visits
6 “Wednesday Nite” .
4:30 Weight
7 Chapel Watchers
7 AA
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9 Worship . -
Holy Communion 10 AA 1'3007(??3;:5“5
and Dedication of 6 Ministry of )
Chalice Building & 4:30 Weight
Property 7 Chapel Watchers (7 AA
7AA 4:30 Ministry of
Stewardship (?)
6:30 Scouts
LI 1 3%
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9 Worship 10 AA 4:30 Weight Amber DeWindt &
) . Watchers Joshua Fohn Wedding
6:30 Scouts 7 Sarah Circle 6 Ministry of 1:30 Naomi Circle ) . .
Worship Planning |g « o |830 Mlnls:try °
7 AA 6 “Wednesday Nite Evangelism &
7 Chapel Discipleship 7 AA
Pastor Ken’s
concluding worship
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9 Worship ~Tie Deadline~ )
Holy Communion 10 AA 4:30 Weight
7 AA 6 Council Meeting Watchers
7 AA
7 Chapel

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Monday, July 20th thru Friday, JULY 24TH

9AM-12 PM
26 27 28 29 30 31
9 Worship 5 Manna Meal 10 AA
Chapel
7 AA 7 Chapel

511 Madison Street Ken Schlueter, Interim Pastor

Oconto, WI 54153
Phone: 920-834-2460
E-mail: falc@bayland.net

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

E-mail: pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org



PAGE 3

2009 VOLUME 5, ISSUE 7

FROM THE
INTERIM PASTOR

“l appeal to you therefore, brothers and
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renew-
ing of your minds, so that you may dis-
cern what is the will of God -what is good
and acceptable and perfect. For by the
grace given to me, | say to everyone
among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each accord-
ing to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have
many members, and not all the members
have the same function, so we, who are
many, and one body in Christ, and indi-
vidually we are members of one another.
We have gifts that differ according to the
grace giventous. ...... Romans 12:1ff
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First American Lutheran Congregation:
You are the Body of Christ! Show Christ
and his great love through your body
language!
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The Transition Committee invites members to
contribute toward our appreciation gift for Pastor Ken.
Please turn your donation in at the office or drop it in the
collection plate in a separate envelope. We need your
donation by July 12".

The Transition Committee has begun a drive for
items to stock Pastor Mary’s cupboards Please bring
your donations by August 2™. ~Sue Jacquart

(Note: Donations should be placed in the kitchen.)

PARSONAGE SHINE-UP SCHEDULED

In preparation for Pastor Mary Zupansic’s arrival on
August 4™, we will be cleaning the parsonage
August 1%, 2" and possibly 3. Watch for times or
change of date(s). ~Diane Motiff, Council Secretary
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Special Communion Service
Sunday, July 5'"
On July 5™ we will dedicate a new Communion
Chalice, given by LaVonne and Jerry Brown in memory
of LaVonne’s sister, Arbutus Salewski.

R

SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATE

Thank you! for the generous response and
contributions for the 2009 Synod Assembly. $282 was
the amount given.

~Diane Motiff and Bonnie Schultz
Synod Delegates for 2009

ALMS FOR BREAD BY THE BAY

In the Narthex is a wooden church which has been
used in the past for various causes. For the time being, it
has been designated for Bread By the Bay. Donations
will be forwarded to the Pantry. Hours are the 1st & 3rd
Tuesday of the month from 3:30 - 6 PM at Oconto Meth-
odist Church, 641 Washington Street, Oconto, 834-2955.

Do you, or does someone you know, have difficulty getting to
worship? If you are interested in providing or receiving transpor-
tation, please contact the office (834-2460) or falc@bayland.net.

Do Yyou WANT TO KNOW
WHAT’S GOING ON AT FIRST AMERICAN?

In addition to being published in the Tie, the monthly
Council meeting notes, Pastor’'s Report, and Ministry Team
meeting minutes are posted in the Narthex, in the display
case near the doors at the church entrance, and on the
church hall bulletin board, located near the office. The
Council invites you to attend meetings or to speak to a
Council member in person. Contact information is also
posted.

BULLETIN AND TIE DEADLINE INFORMATION

We would like to continue publishing the announcements
and the Tie timely and efficiently. We have decided to es-
tablish the following guidelines: articles for the Sunday an-
nouncements are due by 10 a.m. Wednesday of the week
they are to be printed.

The Tie deadline will be the 21°' of the month (space
will be held for Teams & Committees meeting after the 21st)

Ministry Teams and Committees are asked to get your
reports and meeting dates in ASAP. If you have a special
circumstance, please call the office to discuss it.

AN INVITATION TO JOIN OVEREATER'S ANONYMOUS

Do you ever find yourself eating out of emotional hunger?
Have you ever used food as a way to "fill up" a feeling or
binged out of anxiety or depression? Are you feeling like
binging instead of dealing with problems? In this day and
age we are bombarded with unhealthy food images that set
us up to crave and overeat compulsively. You are not alone.

There is a program of hope that offers recovery from
compulsive overeating. It is not a diet and exercise group,
but rather a support group that is spiritually based, real, and
FREE. Overeater's Anonymous is a world wide organization
that is based on the twelve-step program of A A.

A new group has just started in the Oconto area and All
are welcome! First Presbyterian Church,133 Jackson
Street, Oconto. Monday evenings 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
Questions, call: Teresa 920-604-1775.

Oconto County WIC Program Announces
2009 Farmer’s Market

The market will run from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the
first and third Thursday of each month beginning July 2™ and
running through October 1%, Located on the Oconto County
Court House parking lot on the corner of Arbutus Avenue and
Adams Street, the market will provide consumers with access
to high-quality, locally-grown produce and other farm prod-
ucts. Contact Hope Kersten, Oconto County WIC
Coordinator, at 920/834-7072 if you have questions.
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FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATED “WEDNESDAY NIGHT” SUMMER YOUTH MEETINGS

5" Grade Students participated in Preparation for We will be meeting on the first and third
Holy Communion and shared their First Communion | Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. ~Brad Weber
with their families in June: Bradley Exworthy, Bryce

Gallagher, Emma Trepanier, and Graham Welch. VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We welcome you to the communing membership of Vacation Bible School runs July 20th - 24th,
First American Lutheran Church. 9 AM - 12 PM. See the announcement on the cover
page!
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
The DeBenedetto Family would like to thank our extended family here at First American Lutheran Church for all the
support and prayers on behalf of Alex. Alex is now officially in remission and with God's help he will be cured after
5 years of incident-free remission. All of your support and prayers have been and will always be appreciated.
Sincerely, Alex DeBenedetto & Family
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FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Special Congregation Meeting
June 7, 2009
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL NOTES
JUNE 16, 2009
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NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - JULY 21ST @ 6 PM (3rd Tuesday of each month)
Questions? Suggestions? Proposals? Opinions?
The Council invites all members to contact them or to attend meetings.
(If you wish to be placed on the agenda, contact Council President Paul Welch.)
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TWO CENTS FROM THE TREASURER AND PRESIDENT
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COMPARISON OF ACTUAL CORE EXPENSES VS. ACTUAL CORE INCOME
(FOrR MAY 2009)

MONTH YEAR TO DATE
Personnel Expense 8,411.17 43,103.45
Administrative Expense 1,194.31 6,546.91
Building Expense 2,076.46 17,175.70
Education Expense 100.00 439.42
Celebration & Worship Expense 61.95 896.96
Debt & Interest Payments Expense 197.68 988.60
ELCA Mission Support (5%) 604.33 5,705.51
TOtal EXPENSES .....ccviiiieiie ettt 12,645.90 74,856.55
Envelope Offering 12,522.50 56,252.50
Church Maintenance Offering 1,075.00 4,158.00
Total INCOME......ciiiiiiiiieee e 13,597.50 60,410.50
DIFFERENCE .....ccooiiiiie vttt +951.60 (-14,446.05)
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MINISTRY OF WORSHIP PLANNING

The Worship Team met on June 9th. Our old business
was comments and discussion on Mother’s Day and how
we can make some changes for next year. We also dis-
cussed graduation service, how it went and some changes
for next year.

The new business was IFather’s Day this year to have a
reception after Sunday Service.

On July 5th during worship service will be a
dedication for the new Communion Chalice.

At our next meeting we will discuss welcoming the
new Pastor.

It was decided that our meetings will be every 2nd
Tuesday of the month.

NEXT MEETING: July 14th at 6 p.m.
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MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP
MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH

MINISTRY OF BUDGET & FINANCE

June 2" 2009, 5 P.M.

Item 1: Roof. This project is still pending. No
updates to report as of this date.

Item 2: Phone System. This project is still pending.
Waiting for information/action.

Item 3: Wish List: Notice of Madison and
Michigan Avenue City Improvements. The
Council forwarded to the Ministry of Building and
Property Team notification from the City of Oconto
of pending laterals and sidewalks repairs. The
projected cost to FALC will be $1,657. The Team
wishes to make members aware that this project
has been added to the other projects on our Wish
List.

Item 4: Tower Speakers. This project has been
sponsored and paid for. Thank you to our
benefactor!

Item 5: Piano Tuning/Restoration. Renovation
work is still needed to be done on the piano.
However, tuning of the piano has been sponsored
and paid for. Thank you to this benefactor.

Item 6: Boiler. The boiler for the parsonage will be
here soon and will be installed by the Fall heating
season. Thank you to the sponsor who coordinated
this gift to FALC.

Item 7: Pew Cushions. We have been discussing
cleaning vs replacement of the pew cushions. We
have two volunteers willing to straighten out the
cushions after they are cleaned. Cost of cleaning
will be around $16 per cushion. Ron Frease
sponsored cleaning of the cushion on his pew so
members can see the difference and decide if they
would like to sponsor a cushion for cleaning.

Item 8: Carpet Repair and other Wish List
Projects. These projects are still in discussion and
are available for sponsorship or donation. Thank
you to all who have sponsored or donated to them,
and to those who have made contributions toward
the Roof Fund to date. Watch for further information
in the Tie and Bulletin announcements.

Item 9: Change of Meeting Time. Our monthly
meeting time was moved from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM
for the Summer months.

Next meeting: July 7" at 6:00 p.m.

~Ministry of Building and Property Team




