
 

    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement 
 

Because we are a part of the family of 

God, saved by grace through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, we are empowered by 

God, to provide the means for Christian 

growth, and to equip the members, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be 

the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ 

in our daily lives. 
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First American Lutheran Church 
Celebrating 136 Years in 2010 
511 Madison Street 
Oconto, WI 54153 
TEL: 920-834-2460 
E-Mail: falc@bayland.net 
pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org 
secretary@firstamericanlutheran.org 
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To contact Pastor Mary: (920) 671-4338 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Ministers: Every Member 
Pastor: Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
Office Mgr/Secretary: Wendy Diehlmann 
Musicians:  Donna Boehmer 
  Bonnie Schultz 
  Melissa Socha 
  Kelly Votava 
Custodian/ 
 Property Manager: Don Trepanier 
Council President: Paul Welch 
Treasurer:  Melissa Gannigan 
 
 

Worship 
 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. 
(Holy Communion at every service) 

 

 

Wednesday Chapel—7:00 p.m. 
(Holy Communion every week) 

 
 

Christian Education 
 

High Five:  Meal - 5:30 pm, 
Class - 5:50 p.m. 

Wednesdays 
Sept - May 

(Age 3 through 6th grade) 
 

“Wednesday Night” for  
High School Youth 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 

(Jr. & Sr. High) 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday thru Friday 
8 AM - 3 PM 

January 2010 

 
A Meal to Celebrate 

 
 The holidays are a wonderful time 
to gather with family and friends.  It is 
a time to catch up and enjoy a time of 
being together.  As we gathered this 
past Christmas and New Year’s Eve, 
I’m sure that most of us had our share 
of holiday food and drink as well!  
Gathering with friends and family to 
share a meal provides a time to grow 
in our connectedness to one another.  
When we break bread with one an-
other we share nourishment in the 
form of food and stories that sustain 
us in our daily activities. 

 

 The same is true when we gather 
as the Body of Christ on Sunday 
mornings.  We come to share stories 
– stories of how God sustains us day 
by day.  We hear of how much God 
loves us, that God would give God’s 
own Son to live, and die, and rise for 
us that we might have life! 

 

 And then we gather at the table – 
the Lord’s table – to receive bread 
and wine – the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  This is no mere 
holiday feast!  This is the meal given 
to us by Jesus Christ himself for us to 
eat and drink.  Martin Luther reminds 
us in the Small Catechism of the 
benefits of this family meal:  “Given 
and shed for you for the remission 
of sins.”  These words assure us that 
in the sacrament we receive forgive-
ness of sins, life, and salvation.  What 
more could one possibly ask for?! 

 

 The next time you sit down at the 
table with family and friends…or walk 
into McDonalds or Brother’s Three…
remember the blessings that come from 
a meal – especially when gathered 
around the Lord’s Table.  And then 
come – come to the table of the Lord 
and hear the words, “Given and shed for 
you, for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

 God’s Peace, 

 Pastor Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CONGREGATION 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

 

 There will be a Question-and-
Answer meeting for the annual budget 
after worship on January 24th.  This 
meeting is question-and-answer, only. 
 The Annual Meeting will be held 
after worship on January 31st.  



 

 

SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY 

 

SATURDAY 
     1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

2 

3 
 
9 Worship, 
  Holy Communion 
    Installation of FALC 
   Women Officers 
 
After Worship: 
Coffee Fellowship 
Auction Committee 
  Planning Meeting 

4 
 
~Deadline for Annual 
   Report Reports~ 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

5 
 
6 Ministry of Building 
   & Property 
 
6:30 Ministry of 
  Community Outreach 
  & Fellowship 

6 
 

10 AA 
 
1 Ladies Aid 
 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
      Confirmation 
      “Wed. Nite” 
7 Chapel 

7 
 
 
 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

9 

10 
 
9 Worship, 
  Holy Communion 
 
After Worship: 
Taste of Italy Planning 
 Meeting 
 
6:30 Scouts 

11 
 
Pastor Mary’s Day Off 
 
7 Sarah Circle 
 
7 AA 

12 
 

9:30 Shawano Conf. 
        Mtg - Pastor Mary 
 

6 Ministry of Christian 
   Education 
 

6 Ministry of Budget & 
   Finance 
 

6 Ministry of Worship 
   Planning 

13 
 

10 AA 
 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
      Confirmation 
      “Wed. Nite” 
7 Chapel 

14 
 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

16 

17 
 

9 Worship, 
    Holy Communion 
   Moody Baptism 
 

After Worship: 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 

6:30 Scouts 
 
~Deadline for Usher 
   Team Changes~ 

18 
 
Pastor Mary’s Day Off 

 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

19 20 
 
10 AA 
 
1:30 Naomi Circle 
 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
      Confirmation 
      “Wed. Nite” 
7 Chapel 

21 
 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
6 - 9 Oconto Electric 
     Cooperative District 
      Meeting in Fellowship 
      Hall 
 
6:30 Omega Circle 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 
 

~Tie Deadline~ 

23 
 
1 - 4  All Team 
        Planning Day 
 

24 
 
9 Worship, 
   Holy Communion 
 
After Worship: 
 Q & A Budget Meeting 
 
6:30 Scouts 

25 
 
Pastor Mary’s Day Off 
 
 
5 Manna Meal 
 
7 AA 

26 27 
 
10 AA 
 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
      Confirmation 
      “Wed. Nite” 
7 Chapel 

28 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
6:30 Ministry of 
  Discipleship, Evangelism 
  & Membership 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

30 

31 
 

9 Worship, 
   Holy Communion 
 

After Worship: 
 Annual Meeting 
 

6:00 Pack 
 

6:30 Scouts 

      

JANUARY 2010 

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

511 Madison Street 
Oconto,  WI  54153 
Phone: 920-834-2460 
E-mail: falc@bayland.net 

Mary E. Zupansic, Pastor 

E-mail: pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org 

Pastor Mary is on vacation through January 7th 



 

APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES 
 

An oxymoron is the use of two terms which are 
contradictory in nature. “Jumbo shrimp” is an oxy-
moron. “Ferocious lamb” is another. “Dumb 
scholar” is yet another. 
 

One of the saddest and most contradictory is the 
oxymoron, “Stingy Christian.” Because we have 
been redeemed through our faith in Christ, Chris-
tians should be the most generous of all people. 
We have been abundantly blessed of God, who 
has given us all things richly to enjoy (Rom. 8:32). 
 

James 1:17 expresses this truth clearly: “Every 
generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.” 
 

Think about some of God’s good gifts: 
 

God gives the seed (Gen. 1:11). 
God gives the rain (Job 5:10). 
God gives health (Jer. 30:17). 
God gives life (Acts 17:25).
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God gives riches (1 Chron. 29:12). 
God gives grace (2 Cor. 12:9). 
God gives eternal life (Rom. 6:23). 
 
And God gives us money and the ability to get 
wealth. Solomon said that money is one of God’s 
gifts to people. The purpose for which He gives us 
money is stated clearly in Ecclesiastes 5:19 — for 
our enjoyment. 
 
Some of us make that the primary reason for 
money. We major in pleasure and the things money 
can do for us. But there is another major purpose 
God gives us money, something that also can bring 
great pleasure: To give it back to Him.  
 
That’s why of all the oxymorons in existence, “Stingy 
Christian” is the most contradictory. We who have 
been given the most from God should be the most 
generous people in the world.  
 
As the tombstone in an old cemetery read, “What I 
spent, I had; what I saved, I lost; what I gave, I 
have.”  

BREAD BY THE BAY 
 

 Bread by the Bay needs the following items 
for the food pantry: Canned Pasta, Hamburger 
Helper, Creamed Soups, Meat. Thank you. 
     ~Waneta Reinhart 
 

 Pastor Mary and the Council continue their 
formal challenge to all FALC members to con-
tribute one food item every Sunday for Bread by 
the Bay.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MANNA MEALS 
 

 January’s Manna Meal will be held on the 25th 
at 5:00 PM.  The monthly meal is for anyone 
who wishes a well-balanced hot meal. 
 The meals are free of charge, and all are wel-
come, from the very young to Senior Citizens 
and families with children.  This meal program is 
supported by the Oconto  Lutheran, Catholic, 
Presbyterian and Gospel Churches, New Life 

Christian Fellowship, along with community volun-
teers. Reservations are not required, but help tre-
mendously in planning and preparing the meal. To 
make reservations call (920) 834-2460.  If no an-
swer, please leave a message.  We ask that you call 
by Sunday, the day before the meal.  Again, you are 
welcome without a reservation. This month's meal is 
sponsored by the Holy Trinity Parish Faith Forma-
tion students and advisor. 
 
 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Oconto Youth Center Steak & Shake, 

Dinner & Dance 
 
 Saturday, January 23rd at Holy Trinity Hall, Arbu-
tus Avenue, Oconto. The second annual fundraiser 
benefits the Youth Center and features a full steak 
dinner (serving from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.), a dance 
(7:00 to 11:00 p.m.), raffles, auction and cash bar.  
Tickets are $20 per person, $30 per couple. Tickets 
will be available for the dance at the door for $5.  
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Holy Communion 

  
At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.  - The 

Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 31  

Lutherans use the term "sacrament" to describe two parts of Christian life and worship where an earthly element or sign is 

linked with God’s promise and Christ’s directive. The New Testament tells us that Jesus Christ commanded Baptism 

and Holy Communion. For Lutherans, these are rituals of worship but each also shapes broader understanding and daily 

living.  

In the Sacrament of Holy Communion, after hearing and experiencing the good news of Jesus Christ in word, prayer and 

song, the community receives bread and wine. They experience the tangible presence of Christ by eating and drinking 

these elements. 

The outward signs of the sacrament are simple earthly elements: bread and wine. Yet, together with the spoken promise 

of God these elements convey the presence of Jesus Christ to the assembly of believers. Martin Luther said that Jesus is 
present “in, with, and under” the bread and wine. We believe this because Jesus says it is so (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 

14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20) even when we cannot fully explain how it happens.  

The presence of Jesus Christ in the sacrament of Holy Communion is a great treasure that is received in faith. In the 
eating and drinking of bread and wine, we experience love, forgiveness and life of Christ is ours. In the sacrament, Christ 

takes on our sin while we take on Christ’s righteousness. The sacrament’s emphasis is on God’s action rather than the 

strength of our faith. 

The variety of names Lutherans use for Holy Communion demonstrates the many facets of our understanding about 

God’s action in the sacrament. Those names may include: 

• "The Lord’s Supper," which emphasizes that this is a meal commanded and hosted by the risen Lord which also 

remembers Jesus’ last supper with his disciples;  

• "Holy Communion," which accentuates the community established by the Holy Spirit as we encounter Christ in 

the meal – community with God in Christ and community with others who share in this meal;  

• "Eucharist," which encourages us to see the whole meal as thanksgiving for God’s gifts of creation and 

redemption through Jesus Christ;  

• "The Meal," which indicates that God is feeding us spiritually with promises of forgiveness, life, and eternal 
salvation;  

• the "Divine Liturgy," which emphasizes the public action carried out by a community of people; and  

• "Divine Service," which helps us to see God’s service to us. We are called to respond in service to others. (from 

Principle 36, and Background 36A in The Use of the Means of Grace) 

The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated within the assembled community at worship. In the meal, the 
worshiping assembly is bound together as the body of Christ taking on the joys and sufferings of that particular assembly 

as well as every Christian assembly of every time and place. Therefore, Holy Communion is a meal that leads directly to 

the ministry of the church to those in need in the community and the world. 

(Continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4) 

With these shared understandings of the sacrament the practices surrounding Holy Communion throughout the 

Lutheran Church vary. Martin Luther urged churches to celebrate the sacrament often in the worshiping 

assembly because the meal “nourishes and strengthens the new creature -- developing and progressing in the 

life of faith,” but actual practice varies (Martin Luther’s Large Catechism) In different congregations, variations 

can also be seen in distribution patterns, type of bread, color of wine, age of communicants, means by 

which the sacrament is provided for those who are absent, and more. 

"Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are 

welcomed to Communion when they are visiting in the congregations of this church." (Principle 49 of The Use 

of the Means of Grace) 

An ordained pastor presides at the service of Holy Communion in the name of Christ. The ordained pastor of 

the community is the one called to public responsibility for the ministry of the sacrament in that congregation. 

This includes overseeing the distribution of the sacrament to those members of the community who cannot be 

present in worship. Lay assisting ministers may serve a variety of roles within the worship service including 

as those who prepare for the meal and servers of Communion. 

Because of the universal nature of the Church, Lutherans long for unity in the celebration of Holy Communion 

among Christians across denominational lines.. When visiting other churches, Lutherans will respect the 

practices of the host congregation and make a decision about participation informed by their Lutheran 

understanding of the sacrament. Lutheran pastors may be involved in the celebration of Holy Communion in 

other churches with which the ELCA has a reciprocal ecumenical agreement. (See The Use of the Means of 

Grace, Principle 50 and applications.) 

© Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, http://www.elca.org/. Reprinted with permission. 

 

VANCO SIMPLY GIVING PROGRAM 
 

 Please consider making your contributions to the church through the “Simply Giving” automatic 
withdrawal program offered through Vanco Services.  This can be a real convenience to you, and is a 
blessing to the church.  What you set up can be changed at any time through a telephone call to the 
church office.  You are always in complete control.  It’s easy to set up.  There are “Simply Giving” en-
rollment forms on the Welcome Desk in the narthex and in the church office.  All you do is put down 
your name, address, and telephone number, plus your withdrawal instructions.  You include a voided 
check, or savings deposit slip (for the routing numbers), sign the sheet and return it to the church of-
fice.  We’ll authorize it and send it in.  Done! 

 Please consider this option.  It gives some structure to your commitment to us.  For our part, 
we’ve already made a commitment to you.  We have a pastoral staff here to stand by you through 
every circumstance, anytime of the night or day—every day.  Please help us to accomplish what you 
have called us to do.  



 

 
THANK YOU 

 
 Thank you to all for the many Christmas cards, 
cookies, candy, and other gifts this past holiday sea-
son.  You made my first Christmas here at FALC a 
memory I will treasure!  Thank you for the kindness 
you have shown me.  God’s blessings to all in the 
new year.   
 Pastor Mary 
 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 
 The Council decided to follow the Oconto School 
District weather closings for Wednesday night Chapel 
Service and High Five. Listen to WOCO and local 
television station closing listings. Sunday service will 
always be open.  
 

 
JANUARY SCHEDULE INFORMATION 

 
 Pastor Mary will be on vacation through January 
7th.  In case of pastoral emergency call Council Presi-
dent Paul Welch at (920) 834-3609 or (920) 672-
9278.  
 The office will be closed on December 31st and 
January 1st for the New Years Holiday. 

 

 
GENERAL SCHEDULE INFORMATION 

 
 Evenings, weekends and in the event of a      
pastoral emergency, Pastor Mary can be reached via 
her cell phone (920) 671-4338. 
 

 
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

 
 The 2010 contribution envelopes have arrived.  
They have been placed in the Narthex for pick up, 
arranged alphabetically.  If you can deliver to family or 
friends please do, and thank you! 
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ALL TEAM PLANNING DAY 
 
 All Ministry Teams will meet Saturday, January 
23rd, 1 - 4 p.m. for an afternoon of team building, 
planning, and fellowship. Mark you calendar and 
watch for more information. If you have questions, 
please talk to Pastor Mary.  
 

REMINDER TO ALL MINISTRY TEAMS 
FOR ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 A brief annual report (paragraph) is needed by 
January 4th, 2010 to mail out for the annual 
meeting.  The mailing will go out the 2nd week of 
January.  
 

NOTICE TO USHERS 
 

 Anyone with changes to your usher team 
members are asked to please contact Tim and 
Karie Straub @ (715) 582-0504 by January 17, 
2010. 
 We also need more members willing to be added 
to existing teams, and anyone willing to fill in on a 
call basis.  The commitment is only two to three 
times per year. 
 Thank you! 
     ~Karie Straub 
 
 
 
 

First American Web Site 
 
 Check out the cool new web site! It has usher 
schedules, forms, announcements, calendar events, 
High Five and Youth news, and local ministry 
information. The site is up and running but continues 
to be a work in progress. We welcome your input. If 
you have comments about the site e-mail Brad at 
falcyouth@gmail.com. Thank you to volunteers Brad 
Weber, Pamela DeWindt, Barb Gallagher, and 
Grace Olson for their work and dedication for 
updating the church website.  Log on at 
www.firstamericanlutheran.org  
 
 

AWESOME AUCTION PLANNING MEETING 
 

 The Auction Committee will meet on Sunday, 
January 3rd, immediately following the worship 
service.  If you haven't been on the committee, but 
would like to be, please feel free to join us. 
 
     ~Carole Bartanen  



 

 
 

ATTENTION LADIES!!! 
 

 Anyone interested in joining the Abigail Circle 
(our Lutheran circle for “younger” women), please 
contact Kari Moody at 920-834-9736 or karipete-
moody@yahoo.com.  We would like to begin meet-
ing in January but want to determine a monthly 
meeting time that works best for the group.  This will 
be a great opportunity for all of us to grow in our faith 
and make long lasting friends. 

 Hope to meet/see you there.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

POLICY ON BORROWING ITEMS FROM THE KITCHEN 
 

 The Women of First American Lutheran Church 
decided at their general meeting on October 15, 
2009, that nothing is to be borrowed from the church 
kitchen.  This includes Nescoes, coffee pots, dinner-
ware, utensils, and anything else that is used in the 
kitchen of First American Lutheran Church. 
 
    ~Carole Bartanen, President  
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2010 YOUTH MISSION TRIP UPDATE 

 This year’s mission trip site has finally 
been selected.  We will be traveling starting Friday 
July 17th thru Sunday July 25th to the Nashville 
Rescue Mission in Nashville, Tennessee.  In addi-
tion to the Rescue Mission we will also be working 
at the Tennessee Second Harvest warehouse.  
The cost for the trip will be $ 450.00.  See Brad 
Weber for forms and to sign up. The trip is avail-
able to all current 8th grade students thru graduat-
ing seniors. 

 The registration deadline is January 1, 

2010.  
 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 

 The acolyte schedule for each month is 
posted in the Tie.  A schedule for January has 
been mailed. A schedule for upcoming months is 
in process and will be arriving in your mailbox 
within the next few weeks. 
 A roster of students is sent with the   
schedule for contact information in the event it  
becomes necessary to trade dates with another 
student. 
 Please notify the office of any changes or 
corrections needed in your contact information.  
Thank you! 

THANK YOU... 

 ...to our Thrivent Financial Congregational 
Coordinators Barb Gallagher, Tom Olson, and 
Floyd Behnke for their volunteer work with the 
Thrivent Care in Congregations program in 
2009. 

 

 ...to the family of Donna Lipp for their 
memorial gift for repairs to the parsonage.  
 
 ...to everyone that has contributed to Phase 
II. As of November 14th, $35,000.00 has been 
raised. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

 Thank You!  The residents and staff of Bay-
shore Pines would like to say “thank you” for the 
beautiful gifts you gave us.  Also, “thank you” to our 
special Santa Claus and his wife, Jane.  The resi-
dents look forward to seeing them and getting their 
picture with Santa Claus.  We wish you a blessed 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

      Helen Weber, Activity Director 
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FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

First American Lutheran Church 
December 15, 2009 

 

Present:  Pastor Mary, Welch, Motiff, Berry, Gegare, Hanson, Heise, Peterson, Stock,   

               Treasurer Gannigan          Late:  Gallagher, Henning        Absent:  Ellis, Evans 

 

Called to order at 6:02 p.m.  Opening devotion and prayer given by Motiff. 

 

M/S/C to accept the minutes of the November 15, 2009 Special Congregation Meeting and the minutes of the No-
vember 17, 2009 Congregation Council Meeting. Heise, Peterson 

 

M/S/C to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Berry, Gallagher 

Not all of the November bills have been paid. 

 

Pastor’s Report: (1) New members were received December 13th, 2009. (2) A confirmation teacher meeting took 
place with a review of the current program. The extended program with students being confirmed at the beginning 
of 10th grade will begin 2010. (3) Reminder that there will be an “ALL Ministry Team” afternoon event Saturday, 
January 23. (4) Recommendation to move to weekly Holy Communion (Sundays). Watch for articles in the Tie and 
Sunday Bulletins. Pastor Mary will be on vacation December 30th, 2009 - January 7, 2010. 

 

Old Business: Nominating Committee will meet Thursday, December 17th, 2009. Members are Kathy Votava, Jeff 
Werner, Pam Meisner and outgoing council members Cindy Evans and Ellis Mercier. Would like to see four or more 
names on the ballot. 

 

New Business: (1) Sunday January 24th, 2009 after service there will be a budget review meeting to answer any 
questions. Sunday January 31st, 2009 will be the Annual Congregational Meeting after service. (2) Wednesday 
night Chapel service and Five High will be cancelled along with the school closing. Listen to WOCO or Channel 11 
for the listings of closings. (3) Will consider two services if we remain 85% full. Will remain in old business for Janu-
ary meeting. (4) M/S/C to accept the policy of the Women of First American Lutheran Church that nothing is to be 
borrowed from the church kitchen. This includes Nescoes, coffee pots, dinnerware, utensils, and anything else that 
is used in the kitchen. Berry Gallagher (5) Will need more information/ job description for a Financial Secretary for 
discussion at the January Meeting. 

 

Correspondence:  Request to transfer to Zion Lutheran Church in Marinette for Pastor Rick and Ellice DeBenedetto   
M/S/C Berry, Henning 

 

Publication: (1) Thank you to the family of Donna Lipp for their memorial gift for repairs to the parsonage. (2) 
Wednesday night Chapel Service & High Five will follow the school closing. Listen to WOCO & Channel 11 for the 
closing listings. Sunday service will always be open. (3) Reminder to all Ministry Teams that a brief annual re-
port (paragraph) is needed by January 4th, 2010 to mail out for the annual meeting. (4) Thank to everyone that 
has contributed to Phase II. As of November 14th, $35,000.00 has been raised. (5)Sunday December 24th & 31st 
meeting as listed in new business. 

M/S/C to adjourn at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  January 19, 2010 



 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

 2009 has come, and gone.  Our transition to a Pastoral Call has come & gone (and boy have we gotten 
the cream of the crop!) our finances were ok, got worse & can only get better.  We are now using the latest ver-
sion of the Church Windows Accounting Software, which handles much more than just the accounting aspects 
of the church happenings. 

 2010 is going to be an exciting year.  The new roof will be done in the near future (weather permitting of 
course), the carpet in the sanctuary will be completed, and on down the list we will go.  In 2010, the search for a 
new Treasurer will be on.  At the meeting on December 15, 2009, I informed the council that the 2010 fiscal year 
would be my last as Treasurer (along with the 2011 Budget) of FALC.  The first factor as to why I am stepping 
down as Treasurer, is that it will be good for the church, and the council to get someone with a fresh set of eyes 
to manage the financial books.  The council representatives rotate in & out, and so do their duties.  Therefore, I 
feel the Treasurer should also follow in this manner.  The second factor for stepping down is that my immediate 
family will be growing by one.  The Lord has blessed, and entrusted a third child to us.  The baby is due to arrive 
near July 30, 2010!  Even though Pastor Mary has pointed out that there is a crib at the church for me to use 
(wink, wink), and that some weeks, the church, and office has been my second home; it is best for us all to be 
home together, making many wonderful memories.  So, if you have a background in accounting, have great at-
tention to detail, and are interested in fulfilling the Treasurer duty, please step forward and let your voice be 
heard. 

May you all be blessed with good health in the New Year. 

 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Melissa Gannigan 
 FALC Treasurer  

TWO CENTS FROM THE TREASURER AND PRESIDENT 
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COMPARISON OF ACTUAL CORE EXPENSES VS. ACTUAL CORE INCOME 

(FOR NOVEMBER 2009 ) 
 

 MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Personnel Expense 11,700.35 97,267.47 

Administrative Expense 995.86 12,259.85 

Building Expense 1,439.60 30,176.74 

Education Expense 28.00 1,255.68 

Celebration & Worship Expense 103.39 1,469.25 

Debt & Interest Payments Expense  2,276.80 

Special Ministries Expense 366.77 2,896.05 

ELCA Mission Support (5%)      518.45   5,449.40 

Total EXPENSES .............................................................................  15,152.42 153,051.24 
 

Envelope Offering 12,578.00 121,587.00 

Church Maintenance Offering      2,184.00   10,967.00 

Total INCOME ................................................................................  14,762.00 132,554.00 

 

DIFFERENCE ..............................................................................  ( - 390.42 ) ( - 20,497.24 ) 



 

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MINUTES 
December 4th, 4:30 p.m. 

 
Present: Pastor Mary, Bill Gallagher, Don & Irene 
Nerenhausen, Cathie Connell, Diane Motiff 
 
 Voted to do a 2010 Fall Campaign for the church. 
Next meeting we will have to look at the cost and 
when the questionnaire needs to be sent in. Also will 
be looking for readers who can speak from the heart 
about stewardship and supporting our church. The 
Time and Talent list will be reviewed and updated. 
Pastor Mary will try to get some information on the 
“Wellness Wheel” for the campaign. 
 
Ideas to follow up on:  Bulletin board to spotlight a 
team, chart/gauge to show how close to budget, 
Chart to show “Core Ministry,” logo for the Sunday 
Bulletin. 
 
 

 Next meeting:  February 4th at 4:30 p.m. 
 

  ~Diane Motiff, Secretary 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP PLANNING 
 

  
 Next meeting:  January 12th at 6 p.m. 
 

  LaVonne Brown, Secretary 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
 

Next meeting:  January 5th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
   Tammy Gegare, Secretary 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP, EVANGELISM 

AND MEMBERSHIP 

 

 Next meeting: January 28th at 6:30 p.m. 
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MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Attendees: Pastor Mary, Brad Weber, 
        Vicki Denessen, Dale Hanson 
 

1. Several of last year’s fifth graders were missed 
at First Communion, most likely because it was held 
later in the year than usual. The team agreed those 
who missed and are now in sixth grade can join 
current fifth graders at First Communion on the 
Sunday after Easter. 
2. Bibles for seventh graders will be given out on 
the Sunday before the fall 2010 FALC education 
year begins, probably September 12, 2010. 
3. It was determined Pastor Mary may contact Brad 
for Christian education matters concerning high 
school students and Vicki for matters concerning 
High Five students. 
 

 Next meeting: January 12th at 6 p.m. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MINISTRY OF BUDGET & FINANCE 
December 14th at 6pm. 

 

Present: Pastor Mary, Ken Cisar, Bill Gallagher, Jr., 
Melissa Gannigan 

Excused: Lisa Witak 

Last meeting was 12/14/09.  We worked together to 
come up with a realistic budget for 2010. 

Next meeting: January 12 at 6 p. m. 
 

                                  ~Melissa Gannigan, Secretary 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MINISTRY OF BUILDING AND PROPERTY 
December 1st, 2009 

 

Meeting was opened with prayer. 
 Present: Ron, Pat, Don, Pastor Mary, Jim, Ron, 
Steve, Ellis 
 Phase II - $29,028.18 
 Telephone -  still being worked on, we need a 
new line to the building, which will be put in by 
Century-Tel. 
 Computers - need updating. Pastor Mary will 
price out a tower and laptop. These items will be 
added to the budget. 
 Pews -  two front pews need to be cut off to 
make more room. 
 Card Tables - two tables were donated. 
 

 

Next meeting: January 5th at 6:00 p.m.   
 

   ~Ron Frease 


